Weldon Library Board Special Meeting Minutes
January 31, 2023
The meeting was called to order by President Amanda Walters at 7:00 P.M. in the board meeting room of the Weldon Public Library.
The roll call was conducted by Secretary Sandra Sanders. Present were Christi Baker, Alycia Brockman, Amanda Walters, Bob Walters, and Susan Westray.  Library Director, Lori Rich was also present.  Not present was Danielle Barton.
The purpose of this special meeting, as disclosed on the posted notice, is to review a patron disciplinary action currently in place because of an incident that occurred at the Library on January 11, 2023.
Public Forum – Parents of both Child A (victim) and Child B (perpetrator and patron whose disciplinary action is being reviewed) were present.  Library Employee Ashley Brubaker was present.
A discussion began with Ashley Brubaker stating she felt uncomfortable with how the situation was handled.  She said she asked for full disclosure of the incident to the parents and felt “unheard.” She also said she felt she had worked her last few shifts in a “hostile work environment.”  Board President Amanda Walters stated this was an unprecedented event at the Library, and assured Ms. Brubaker that the Board was reviewing Library’s policies and procedures to ensure more transparent communication and disciplinary actions in the future.

Parents of Child B addressed the Board and stated they were appealing the Boards decision to suspend their child from the Library through May 31, 2023.  They detailed the timeline of events from their perspective and expressed their displeasure at the vague, untimely nature of communications.  In addition, they stated their child did not comprehend that what he did was inappropriate.  He thought he was dancing.  The parents have discussed with him that this behavior is inacceptable going forward.  The Parents of Child A also spoke in support of Child B having his suspension removed.
A motion was made by Bob Walters to go into Closed Session under statutory section 2(c)(4).  The motion was seconded by Susan Westray.  A roll call vote was taken:  
	Christi Baker
	Aye

	Alycia Brockman
	Aye

	Amanda Walters
	Aye

	Bob Walters
	Aye

	Sandra Sanders
	Aye

	Susan Westray
	Aye


A motion was made by Amanda Walters and seconded by Susan Westray to invite Library Director, Lori Rich to join the Closed Session.  The vote was unanimous, 6-0.
The Board went into Closed Session at 7:41 P.M.

The Board came out of Closed Session at 8:11 P.M.

A motion was made by Amanda Walters, seconded by Susan Westray to amend the suspension of Child B to a warning and welcome them back to the Library.  The vote was unanimous, 6-0.
Having no other business, a motion was made by Susan Westray, seconded by Alycia Brockman to adjourn. The vote was 6-0. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra J. Sanders, Secretary
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